
2019 cover.indd   12019 cover.indd   1 14/4/21   7:32 AM14/4/21   7:32 AM



by Shayne Phua



Disclaimer, 
Acknowledgement 
& Introduction

This is a partial fiction book. The friend 
I am writing to is imagined but should 
refer to readers if there could be any 
connection felt.

While the words in email format are 
my thoughts, and recollections of 
experiences from the events that followed 
the outbreak of Covid-19, the handwritten 
text are fictional thoughts inspired by a 
collection of real events, through news, 
social media, and hearsay.

The views and opinions expressed in 
the handwritten text are those of the 
characters only and do not necessarily 
reflect or represent the views and 
opinions held by individuals on which 
those characters based. No identification 
with actual persons (living or deceased) 
is intended or should be inferred.

Profanities are not censored and 
contents are not purified. Any expression 
of hate is not intended to cause any 
harm, but discomfort is understandably 
inevitable, therefore I apologise 
in advance. 

Photos of Doors taken from outside the 
houses and within are collected from 
relatives, friends, and friends of friends. 
I hereby want to thank all of them for their 
contributions to this book.

These doors act as dividers between my 
experiences and the thoughts of fictional 
characters. They are also expressions 
of being confined indoors in contrast to 
being forced outside the home or away 
from home for the migrant workers’ case.

However, as a person who has a 
comfortable home to stay indoors, 
the recollections of my experiences 
failed to express individuals who were 
distressingly trapped at home. 

With that in mind, my experiences and 
the book presentation should not lead
to the impression of being indoor during 
the pandemic as equivalent to having 
an advantage. 

Titled 2019 as it marks the beginning of 
the global pandemic, the prime focus 
that would probably continue to haunt us 
for many years to come. 2020 is called 
off and devoured by 2019, being a year 
of association with Covid-19. When will 
Covid-19 be a bygone? All in all, this 
book is my way of encapsulating the 
overwhelming events in 2020.




























































































